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Maria Theresa made an effort to forget the nagging
worry about Prussia. Her antagonism towards Frederick
was now mingled with disapproval, for she had been
told that he was an atheist who scoffed at everything
she held sacred in life, God and marriage and sentiment,
at family feelings and respect towards one's elders, but
she did not believe that he could possibly be wicked
enough to take advantage of her own weak position.
She firmly believed that good was the strongest power
in the world, and as she was beginning to consider
Frederick the incarnation of evil, she did not really
believe that he could conquer her—or any one who
was as essentially good as she was.
Maria Theresa was not without intuition when her
own interests were involved, but she had little imagina-
tion for the conflicts of others. Men were either good
or bad; she was intolerant of human frailties. She
herself experienced few conflicts of conscience, for her
religion told her exactly what was right. It would
have been quite beyond her to understand that Frederick
of Prussia was a mixture of good and bad, a tortured
and unhappy human being.
She was as yet to learn how wicked this man, whom
she later always called le m&chant homme, could be.
From almost the first day of his reign he was determined
to attack Maria Theresa. Years later, after he had
become more respectable in his successful kingship, when
he sent his Histoire de mon Temps to Voltaire, he asked
the Frenchman to delete one sentence in this manu-
script. This was the sentence: " My troops always
ready to act, my well-filled treasury, and the liveliness
of my disposition—these were my reasons for making
war on Maria Theresa."
His  alleged   cause   for  marching   into  Silesia  in

